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The song of “Oh! Willow, Willow,” which Desdemona sings in 
the Fourth Act of Othello, is contained in a MS. volume of songs 
in the British Museum, with accompaniment for the lute. Additional 
MSS. 15, 117. Mr. Halliwell considers the transcript to have been 
made about the year 1633; Mr. Oliphant, who first catalogued the 
Musical MSS., dates it about 1600; but Mr. Chappell is of opinion 
the Manuscript contains songs of an earlier date, as— 


“ Oh death! rock me to sleep, 
Bring me to quiet rest,” 


attributed to Anna Boleyn, and which Sir John Hawkins found in 
a MS. of the reign of Henry VIII. 


The song of “ Willow, willow,” isalso in the Roxburgh Ballads, 
1--54, and was printed by Percy from a copy in the Pepy’s Collection, 
entitled “A Lover’s Complaint, being forsaken of his love, to a 


* pleasant tune.” 


“ Willow, willow,’ was a favourite burden for songs in the 
Sixteenth Century. There is one by John Heywood, a dramatist 


and court musician of the reign of Henry VIII. and Queen Mary, 
beginning— 
*¢ Alas! by what mean may I make ye to know, 
The unkindness for kindness that to me doth grow,” 
which has for the burden— 


« Alla green willow, willow, willow, 
All a green willow is my garland.” 


It has been printed, for the Shakespeare Society, in the “moral 
Play of Wit and Science,” edited by Mr. Halliwell. 
Another, with the burden— 


« Willow, willow, willow, sing all of green willow, 
Sing, all of green willow, shall be my garland,” 


will be found in a “ Gorgeous Gallery of Gallant Inuentions, 1578;" 


it commences thus :— 
“ My love, what misliking in me do you find, 

Sing all of green willow ; 

That on such a sudden you alter your mind, 
Sing willow, willow, willow : 

What cause doth compel you so fickle to be, 
Willow, willow. willow, willow ; 

In heart which you plighted most loyal to me, 
Willow, willow, willow, willow.” 
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In Fletcher’s * Two Noble Kinsmen,” when the Jailer’s Daughter went 
mad for love, “ She sung nothing but Willow, Willow, Willow.”’— 
Act iv. scene 1. 

Desdemona introduces the song in this pathetic manner :— 


** My mother had a maid call’d Barbara, 
She was in love, and he she lov’d prov’d mad, 
And did forsake her; she had a song of ** Willow,” 
An old thing ’twas, but it express’d her fortune, 
And she died singing it. That song to night 
Will not go from my mind; I have much to do 
But to go hang my head all at one side, 
And sing it, like poor Barbara.” 


These words are from the same Manuscript as the Music. It 
differs from that in Percy’s Reliques of Ancient Poetry; and 
Shakespeare has altered it to apply to a female character :-— 


* The poor soul sat sighing by a sycamore tree, 
Sing willow, willow, willow; 
With his hand in his bosom, and his head upon his knee, 
Oh! willow, willow, willow, willow. 
# * * - 
Shall be my garland, sing all a green willow. 


He sigh’d in his singing, and made a great moan, 
Sing willow, &c. 

I’m dead to all pleasure, my true love she is gone, 
Sing willow, &. 

The mute bird sat by him was made tame by his moans, 
Sing willow, &c. 

The true tears fell from him would have melted the stones, 
Sing willow, &c. 

Come, all you forsaken, and mourn you with me, 
Sing willow, &e. 

Who speaks of a false love, mine’s falser than she, 
Sing willow, &c. 

Let Love no more boast her in palace nor bower, 
Sing willow, &c. 

It buds, but it blasteth ere it be a flower, 
Sing willow, &c. 

Though fair, and more false, I die with the wound, 
Sing willow, &c. 

Thou hast lost the truest lover that goes upon ground, 
Sing willow, &c. 

Let nobody chide her, by scorns I approve (enough I prove), 
Sing willow, &c. 

She was born to be false, and I to die for her love, 
Sing willow, &c. 

Take this for my farewell, and latest adieu. 
Sing willow, &c. 

Write this on my tomb, that in love I was true, 
Sing willow, &c.” 
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Trip no further, pretty sweeting, 3 Journeys end in 


aT 08 | RE RESIS: RISEN SY AR DE EET Se Fi TOR a ee ae | Se 

CRE GAA See er he SS I RR ST ES ee PST | gg) ag | 
i . Ee) PO SE Re ee ER _  O 

: ay on ee ain Tat 


SE 


By, Oi ea «STR A ee a) | Ro. SEER, OMG IF PSNI 
1 (Ot ee Re Re Se RE Se” 16S lee RE RS ee ONE Oe 
> . Se ee Ee GR Re ES ees, WS ET 

en Er SETS ST AE BRO (ER ei Se /e [NAS LRT aS Ee, 


son doth know. Trip no > further, pretty sweeting, Journeys end in 


Lovers meeting, Ev-ry wise _ mans, son doth know. 


- 4 Poa ae — —_—_—_ —. — — — 

lo 7 ae a ee SS OE CEE 3) | ES ee Le a a SS 
SEER EEE TE Se GNM FS Ede PAM a. wre. faa os Ee sea 

-— Se Re SU Be 2 BT en OG MS ear 2 Eee a 

2S eS ae B_E GH TE A ONS A ached Ulead abe Bune ize IMG. 1b. 


hint taeee aes: 


J cres 
-——_—— 2 dim rinft 


eee 0 com es eB eas ee SF 

' }=-0— ee ee or hae Fn eee GS a 5 

= 1 _ oor eee eee Cer Pw eet igg oe eeeee 

EEE SOSA SATE Se SPrL UNM eNRIN L oc 5. MNES BIS FE Sw 
ae Bre 


Tween RIGHT 139 
lr 


Ev - ry wise mans son doth know, 
—=< = e)- ~~ Sy pe Peasy —_—_ 


= . SEAS RE ahi eee ey - Leet ol me ay le eS od ae 
yy | Som! Ts Bai Gnd re Cees 2 ee pe PE Ee 
‘yy sen le ae oe ao = oe or a ome a a a oe geaee e  poes OS e ke a 


aT er tT tor Tet eee ea aasa @ | 

: — -_ it Teeeeee et BAS. 
— Fe ea he 
— 8c &eaee & | @ ne $+ +} 


EOL te 8 
el. 2, Ron oo Tesi =e oD &, deere eee ae Ge Min ©NEs «wee } 
SL MA ae TT 2 Ta ed es RI ROO eal 
C6 Te TC cele NAGA. abebiatan es ell SE Ch FR GRR 
te J. 7 See th ERE since, 0 Se eee eae! i. SS me 

| 
tr hat is love? tis not hers 
—f— eee (pt Gees ete as er on ee (FE Sikes Es See Oe 
Al Eee oes te —— 
4 7 ——- 4 -_} 5 Ce Oe a 


; I’ ae an eC a en a aa a 
OSes Le Ss Of a Re oe ee ee 
OR CERO eS Sy A A A AS Se TS 
- Sora a eee 
(J 5 5° SR GEER SSRN wie Ry iat Cee Et) Sr ee TE eres « SE 
CS Oo eDeeeeTTlTlko eT “ ee FH FH mm9''J] 
af_ter, Pre_-—sent mirth’ hath pre—_-—sent laughter; 


SS SS SSS SSS Sir SH=: 
_ a ee “——_——— ae mee 


EE 


A+ 0 aw 2265 eee eer SSS a 1S ASS SS SA CL So SE ' 
ER SS A EN A A A A A A A A A A A 
BL FS A A ' 
LAAT LL A A A SL LE ML oe “E 


TWELFTH-NIGHT 
no 


there lies 


ii 
) 
| HT. II 
lll 
| all 
HL TH 
es 2 nile 
®o 
| i . (Qe If 
Le} 4 i 
Nf 
Ml (His 
: E 
ul 3 i i ) | 
v ees TEE 
{Mire T ! 
if | 
ih 2 
Ve , 
NS “fp 
e 
| I : +] | 
firs Ll emai 
i A iC ps A | 
SH fee ne LEE 


TwELFTH-NIGHT 141 


Come then kiss me sweet and twen-t 


~ 


"> S23 5°25 SES Lo SS CS Ga § a Lee ee Fo °_eo “© ee eee ee eee 
eS Sa ee a eS A A al E.G! If? St Ese. Bee 


ff. 


(98% 0 Ro sac ot ce DO Ee a ee De Se we GO ae coe ces 
8 8 ep 5 RS ee a eee a RE IE A a = ek VK #20 RE a 
La a 2 ee ee Be eee ee ee ee ee ee ee as ae | 
JID 2 4. oO . 20._ Seen Sl bee oe EP Ree ee 


mae fo aa mw 2 = 
ES QESerte abet 2 CP oe Ti ll De) ae: et Ee Ot eee 2. ee 
Wee USS: $SE ie LG a et a i a Se BRT 


ss se eg ee ef O00 = 
: — ——+ 


5 


mm’ £. ar ae ( SN ET A NT ra 
JS 
“SS ee 2. oe ae 
sesae COTTE 


TWELFTH NIGHT 


CLO¥N. T shall never begin,if I.-hold my peace. 


Sin ANDREW. Good,i faith. Come bégin. 


CACCH 


SIR TOBY,STR ANDREW, AND CLOWN. 


thou knave Hold thypeace thou knave 


thou knavye 


The following account of this Catch,is given in Sir Jn: Hawkins’s 
History of Music. 


HOLD THY PEACE,to be sung by Sir Toby, Sir Andrew,& Clown. 
from the hint given of it, appears to. be so contrived as that each.of the 
Singets call the other Knave in turn; and for this the Clown means to 
apologize to the Knight, when he says that he shall be constraind to call 
him kKnave.-I have here subjoined the very Catch with the musical 
Notesto which it was Sung in the time of Shakespear and at the original 
Performance of this Comedy: The evidence of its authority is as fol 
lows: There is extant aBook entitled Eammelia Musickes Miscellanie or 
Mixed Varietie of Pleasant Roundelays and delightful Catches of 3.4. 
5.6. 7.8.9.10.each in one: of this Book there are at lesst two Editions 
the second Printed in, 1618. _ in 1609 a Second part of this Work was 
Publisked. with the Title of Deuteromelia. and in this book is.containd 


the CatcH above given. 
The annexed Piece.(which 1s the Properest Day to Drink) is at 


present performed in the place of the Catch before mentioned. 
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2 
But when I came to Mans estate, 
With a hey, ho,the Wind andthe Rain, 
‘Gainst Knave and Thief Men shut their Gate , 
For the. Rain it raineth every day. 


Witha hey ho &c. 


3 
And when I came alass!to wive, 
With a hey, ho,the Wind andthe Rain, 
By swaggering I could never thrive, 


For the Rain it raineth every day. 


Witha hey ho &c. 


4 
But when I came unto my bed, 
With a hey, ho,the Wind and the Rain, 
By toss_potts I had drunken head, 
For the Rain it raineth every day. 


Witha hey ho &c. 
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A great while ago the world begun, 
With a hey, ho,the Wind and the Rain, 
But thats all one, our Play is done 
And well strive to please you every day, 


With a hey ho &c. 
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